8th Grade Poetry Project

DUE MARCH 2, 2012
You are going to create your own anthology of poetry.  You are the editor of this anthology—the person who chooses the poems and puts the book together. This assignment will help you look closely at poems and learn about the tools poets use to help readers see images and convey ideas in poems. You will also use your research skills and create additional materials. You may select poems and illustrations from any source—greeting cards, calendars, magazines, etc. Your anthology will be a personal collection that expresses your unique personality and taste. This is not a one-night or one-week project. It is a process of reading and choosing, of preparing to create a collection that reflects who you are. Have fun with it!

Your anthology must include:

· A cover, designed by you, with the title of your anthology and cover artwork (artwork for your cover and the rest of your book can be drawings, photos, or other images)

· A title page with the title, author, publisher (make up a name for your publisher), the place published (Baileyton, Alabama) and the date of publication

· Dedication—the dedication is an acknowledgement to or for whom the book was created. Sometimes the dedication offers a few words of thanks.

· A table of contents

· Page numbers must be in the lower right corner of all pages following the table of contents

· Poet Pages.  Poets often write from their life experiences. Knowing about the lives of poets can help you to understand poetry in a deeper way.  
· You will choose three poets for your anthology.  For each, you will write a short biographical sketch of 5-7 sentences—tell a little about their lives in your own words. 
· Include at least four poems by each of the poets you chose (one poem per page).  Decorate each page with drawings, images, or photographs that fit the tone and theme of the poem.  
· Various Poems. In this section, you will collect poems of different kinds by various authors.  
· Each poem should be on a separate page with illustrations. 
· For each poem, please  
· You will also need to label each poem by type.
· An ode
· A narrative poem

· A haiku

· A limerick

· A ballad

· Song lyrics (any song of your choice, but use good judgment—no foul language)
· A traditional English sonnet

· Three other poems that you enjoy (of any type)

· Poetry written by you.  This will be a section of poems you have written, either in class or 
on your own.  
· Each poem should be on a separate page with illustrations.

· Label each poem by type

· A name or bio poem

· A traditional haiku 
· A lyric poem 
· Two other poems you have written (of any type)
(CONTINUED ON THE BACK OF THIS PAGE)
· A glossary.  This section will list words and definitions. Were there any words in the poems that you had never seen before or that you don’t hear very often? Make a list of them in alphabetical order and provide definitions.  
· Find at least 15 words from the poems you chose.

· You should also include the following terms in your glossary. Put them in alphabetical order along with the words you chose from your poems. These come from the terms we covered in class:

· Lyric poem
· Rhyme scheme
· Simile
· Metaphor

· Alliteration
· Assonance

· Tone

· Hyperbole

· Epic poem

· Narrative poem

· Ballad

· Haiku

· Limerick

· Free verse

· Sonnet

· A bibliography.  List ALL of the sources you used to write the book. (Hint: www.google.com is NOT a source. Ask me if you need clarification about your sources.)
DUE FRIDAY, MARCH 2. 2012
LATE WORK WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT A VALID DOCTOR’S EXCUSE 
OR DEATH IN YOUR IMMEDIATE FAMILY. IF YOU WILL NOT BE HERE ON THE 2nd, IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO TURN IN YOUR PROJECT EARLY.
Your anthology may be typed or neatly handwritten, or a combination of the two. It should be in a folder or binder, or you may bind it yourself as long as it is done in a neat and attractive way.
You will receive four 100-point test grades based on this project:

· 100 point grade for your “Poet Pages.”  Follow directions as given on the front of this sheet.

· 100 point grade for your “Various Poetry” section.  Follow directions as given on the front of this sheet.

· 100 point grade for your glossary (which must contain the 15 terms listed on this sheet plus 15-20 other words from your poems).  Follow directions as given above.
· 100 point grade for formatting—does your anthology include a cover, a title page, a table of contents, and a bibliography?
We will visit the computer lab and library several times to help you finish the project.  We will also spend time working on it in the classroom. If you have additional lab time in other classes, I encourage you to use it to improve your anthology.

The poetry you choose must not contain offensive language. If you cannot say it out loud in the classroom, it should not be in your anthology. If you have any questions about this, see me.

I am here to help you. Please ask me any questions you may have on or before Thursday, March 1.  I want you to be successful with this project.  This can be fun if you let it! We will have snacks and share the anthologies in class on the 2nd.
