Dear Students:

Welcome back!  I am glad to have you in my class this year!  I hope that this will be a year of both fun and learning for you, as you get ready for high school.  On this page, I will tell you exactly what is expected of you while you are in my classroom.  
Warning: It is not easy to fail my class—you have to really work at it!  If you come to class prepared, do the assignments on time, and ask questions when you need help, there is no reason that you should earn a bad grade in English.   Remember, I do not “give” you grades—YOU EARN THEM!
Supplies:  BRING TO CLASS DAILY

· A three-ring binder with dividers for writing, grammar, reading & warm ups to be used for this class ONLY 
· Loose leaf paper (no spiral notebooks)
· Pencils 
· Pens in blue or black ink ONLY.  No other ink colors will be accepted.

· Something to read of your own choosing (can be a book or magazine; make sure it is appropriate for school)

· Your textbook, class novel, and/or workbooks.
Tests & Projects:  55% of the 9 weeks grade
Tests: You will have a vocabulary test about every other week.  Other tests will be given as necessary to show what you have learned.  You will be given advance notice in order to prepare for a test.  
Projects: You will be expected to complete a project no less than once every nine weeks.  These may be on AR books from the school library or my classroom library. From time to time, you will also be assigned group and individual projects based on materials we are covering in class.  These are meant to be fun and creative ways to show me what you have learned. These Projects will be assigned up to a month in advance of their due date so that you will have plenty of time to complete them.  You will be given specific, detailed instructions and grading rubrics for these projects. Occasionally, projects may be worked on during class time, but most of them will require work to be done at home.  
Reading Quizzes:  15% of the 9 weeks grade

You will be expected to read and pass a test on at least two Accelerated Reader (AR) books each nine weeks. The books must be at or above your reading level and an appropriate length for a middle school student. If you have any questions about whether or not a book is suitable, please ask me! If you take more than two AR tests in a nine-week period, I will take the two highest grades.This is NOT optional. If you do not take the tests, your nine weeks average cannot possibly be higher than 85, even if you make 100% on every other assignment.
Homework & Classwork: 30% of the 9 weeks grade
Other than book report projects and vocabulary, I rarely assign homework.  You are expected to use at-home time to read, study for tests, and to complete any work that is not finished in class.  For grading purposes, all pop quizzes and notebook tests also fall into the category of classwork. 
Announcements/Assignments
All tests and projects and their due dates will be posted on the white board at the front of the room and on our class website.  You should check the board or website daily to make sure you are aware of due dates.  "I didn't know when it was due," is not a valid excuse.
Late Work/Make Up Work

In most cases, late work will not be accepted without an excused absence (such as a doctor's visit).  For projects & book reports ONLY, I will accept late work, but 25 percent of the points you earn will be deducted from the project's final grade for each day the work is late.  If the work is more than 2 days late, it will not be accepted and the student will receive a grade of 0.  If a student is in my classroom on the day work is assigned, he or she is responsible for turning that work in on the day it is due or on the day he or she returns to school.  Students who are absent on the day work is assigned will be given an appropriate amount of time to make up the missed work.   


I expect you to give 100% when you are in my class. Failure to do so does not affect my future, but it can affect yours. My goal is success for each student in middle school, high school, college, and life. I am always here to help you, but you must be willing to put forth your best effort. 

Mrs. Douglas' Classroom Rules for Students

I follow the middle school discipline plan, which centers on five rules: Respect school employees and your fellow students; Be on time; Be prepared; Do your best; and Keep your hands (and legs and feet and elbows) to yourself.

RULE #1: Respect your teacher and your classmates by treating others the way you want to be treated. Maintain a positive attitude and be willing to participate in all classroom activities. 

Show respect to me and others by using S.L.A.N.T. Sit up, Listen, Ask & Answer questions, Nod your head to show understanding, Track the speaker.

When you hear our signal (1, 2, 3…eyes on me) immediately stop all talking and look at me. We may learn and practice other signals throughout the year. I expect 100% participation.

Actions that disrupt instructional time will not be tolerated (this includes talking out of turn, sleeping, and working on other materials).  Raise your hand and wait to be recognized before you speak.  Ask permission or wait to be dismissed before leaving your desk.  Always think before you act! 

Be prepared for class.  Bring all necessary materials (binder, books, writing utensils, etc.) with you to class.  
Be in your assigned seat with your supplies ready when the bell rings.  Each day, you will have a warm-up activity to complete.  Get started working on this task when you come into the room. If you are not in your seat when the bell rings, you will be considered late.

Stay in your seat during class time. Pencils should be sharpened when you walk in the door. All trash should remain under your desk until you are dismissed or given permission to dispose of it. If you need to use the restroom, give the signal at an appropriate time.

Please refrain from eating and/or drinking in the classroom.  Finish all snacks before the bell rings. If you get a treat or a water from me, I will allow you to finish it in class. No food should be brought in from outside the room.

Use common sense!  Do not write or draw on things that do not belong to you (such as desks & textbooks).  Do not throw anything in the classroom for any reason.  Keep all four chair legs on the floor at all times.  Always use appropriate language in the classroom (no profanity).  

Follow classroom procedures for class dismissal, passing out papers, and turning in papers. 

Complete all assignments and turn them in on the day they are due.  I do not accept late work without a valid excuse, such as a doctor's visit.  If you are absent on the day an assignment is due, it is your responsibility to turn it in on the day you return to school.  I will not ask you for missing work. It is your responsibility to find out what you missed and turn it in.  

Make sure the work you turn in is neat and legible.  It should be on loose-leaf paper—not spiral-bound—and should be either typed or written neatly in blue or black ink.  Your name, the title of the assignment, and the date should be on all work handed in.

Cheating and plagiarism are not tolerated. Any talking or non-verbal communication during test time is considered to be cheating. Each student involved will receive a zero for that work.  Do not think that it is okay to submit work that is published on the Internet or elsewhere and attempt to pass it off as your own.  Internet plagiarism is easy to trace, and any student caught doing this will receive a zero for the assignment.

CONSEQUENCES*    
First offense: Written work
Second offense: Detention 

Third offense: Office referral (paddling or being sent home)
Fourth or subsequent offense: Suspension, which will result in a grade of zero on all work assigned that day. 
I will uphold the rules and regulations of the official student handbook. 
*Note:  This order may change depending on the nature and severity of the offense.  

Keep this page in the front of your English notebook at all times.

